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Digital Divide in the Danube Region:  
Is it still significant in explaining ICT adoptions in eDemocracy and  
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Call for Papers – October 15, 2016 extended to November 15, 2016 

Main Conference Theme 

Digital Divide is traditionally seen as the old vs. young, poor vs. wealthy, less educated vs. highly 
educated or users in the reform countries vs. Western Europeans in that the disadvantaged use 
internet and particularly mobile devices less frequently and readily due to obstacles in accessing 
these technologies. However, a closer look at real-world applications may cast some doubt on this 
simplistic view of the world; some examples: Authorities of some G7-Countries do not need to accept 
eInvoices whilst they are mandatory for the public sector in some smaller countries and accepted in 
others. Free WiFi is available at State Railways in Central and Eastern Europe while some Western 
European Railway Companies either struggle to introduce it or charge their passengers. Recent 
studies reveal that elderly people have started to use Internet as intensively as the younger 
generation and prices also for mobile access have come down considerably. Can we still uphold the 
significance of the Digital Divide in the light of these phenomena?  

The conference aims to explore to what extent the Danube Region is digitally divided, what the 
driving forces of these divisions are and what factors determine them. Understanding the Digital 
Divide is pivotal to promote cohesion in the Danube Region and to design effective policies to 
enhance regional integration. 

The conference addresses public sector practitioners and policy makers, industry professionals and 
academia alike. The disciplines covered are primarily information sciences, law and administrative 
science, political science, sociology and economics. Theoretical and empirical contributions are 
equally welcome. We especially encourage submissions addressing the European Union in general, 
the Danube Region and the Balkans, Eastern Europe and Central Asia.  

Beyond the general theme papers are solicited in all areas of applying ICT to the Public Sector. The 
conference will particularly focus on, but not limit itself to, the following topics: 

 Identity management for individuals,  

 Privacy and data protection (including Cyber Security), 

 eDemocracy on all levels (e.g., new forms of citizen participation, internet in political 
campaigns, eVoting),  

 The role of the internet in revolutions and in transition processes, 

 Transparency and anti-corruption, 

 eTools to help establish a European public space, 
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 Open Data, 

 Legal aspects of eGovernment and eDemocracy,  

 Economic and social impact of eGovernment and eDemocracy,  

 Enabling the Digital Single Market 
 
The conference language will be English only. Papers will be subjected to a double-blind review 
process and a conference volume will be published by the Austrian Computer Society. 

Organizers 

 Andrássy University Budapest (AUB)  

 Austrian Computer Society (OCG) 

 Austrian Institute for European Law and Policy (AIELP)  

 Information Society Development Institute, Moldova (ISDI)  

 National University of Public Service Budapest (NUPS) 

 University of Public Administration and Finance Ludwigsburg (HVF). 

Since 2015, the EDEM conference series, organized by OCG since 2007, has joined forces with the 
CEEeGov Days and strengthens the fields of citizen participation and digital democracy within the 
conference. 

Timeline and organisation 

A two-stage selection process is to apply: 

Oct 15, 2016 Abstract submission (approx. 200 words), abstracts not reviewed  
but checked whether they are in scope 

Nov 8, 2016 Notification of whether the abstract is in scope combined with the invitation 
to submit the full conference paper 

Dec 31, 2016  Paper submission (max. 10 pages), double blind full paper review according 
to scientific standards 

Feb 8, 2017  Reviews out 

March 7, 2017  “Camera-ready” papers due (standard OCG format available) 

April 28, 2017  Volume available 

May 4-5, 2017  Conference 

Organisation and Contact 

Please submit your abstracts/papers to ceeegovdays@hs-ludwigsburg.de 

A template will be made available for the paper preparation and can be found on the website of the 
conference. 
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Duma László Corvinus University, Budapest 

Dürrschmidt Jörg University of Public Administration and Finance Ludwigsburg 

Eckardt Martina Andrássy University Budapest 

Eixelsberger Wolfgang Carinthia University of Applied Sciences 

Fenner David Representation of Saxony-Anhalt to the EU 

Gajšek Miran  City of Ljubljana 

Glidden Julia 21st Century Consulting, London 

Golob Blaz GoForeSight Institute, Ljubljana 

Gourova Elissaveta New Bulgarian University 

Gspan Silke Federal Ministry of Finance, Vienna 

Hansen Hendrik Andrássy University Budapest 

Harsági Viktória Pázmány Péter Catholic University Budapest 

Holzner Matthias State Ministry Baden-Württemberg 

Kő Andrea Corvinus University, Budapest 

Krasznay Csaba National University of Public Service, Budapest 

Kudo Hiroko Chuo University, Tokyo 

Kustor Peter Austrian Federal Chancellery Vienna 

Leiningen-Westerburg Alexander In transition, tbc 

Leitner Christine Centre for Economics and Public Administration Ltd. (CEPA) 

Lukac Irena Center of Excellence in Finance, Ljubljana 

Makó Csaba National University of Public Service, Budapest 

Miloš Matija University of Rijeka 



 
 

  

 

Müller-Török Robert University of Public Administration and Finance Ludwigsburg 

Nemeslaki  András National University of Public Service, Budapest 

Neškovic Siniša University of Novi Sad 

Okruch Stefan Andrássy University Budapest 

Pállinger Zóltan Tibor Andrássy University Budapest 

Paulin Alois Vienna University of Technology 

Pautsch Arne University of Public Administration and Finance Ludwigsburg 

Pichler Johannes Austrian Institute of European Legal Policy 

Pinter Róbert Corvinus University, Budapest 

Polcak Radim Masaryk University Brno 

Prosser Alexander University of Economics and Business Administration Vienna 

Rauber Andreas Technical University of Vienna 

Richter Frederick Federal Data Protection Foundation, Leipzig 

Rihm Sebastian Danube Office Ulm 

Rucinska Silvia Pavol Jozef Šafárik University, Kosice 

Sasvári Péter University of Miskolc 

Schenk Birgit University of Public Administration and Finance Ludwigsburg 

Scola Dona Information Society Development Institute, Chişinău 

Setnikar-Cankar Stanka University of Ljubljana 

Sievering Oliver University of Public Administration and Finance Ludwigsburg 

Simic Diana University of Zagreb 

Spichiger Andreas Bern University of Applied Sciences 

Szádeczky Tamás National University of Public Service, Budapest 

Traunmüller Roland Johannes Kepler-University Linz 

Urs Nicolae Babeș-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca  

Velikanov Cyril Memorial Society, Moscow 

Vincze Attila Andrássy University Budapest 

Vrček Neven University of Zagreb 

Wilding Michael Eötvös Loránd University Budapest 

Zait Adriana Alexandru Ioan Cuza University of Iaşi 
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